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Instructions: 

Copy both flashcard sheets per student or 
student group.  Have students cut out the 
cards.  The picture of the moon phase and 
the matching description has the same 
shape symbol in the lower right corner.  This 
will prevent students from mixing them up 
after cutting them out.   

Glue the picture on a 3x5 card and its description on the back.  
Students can use the flashcards to learn lunar phases or to put them in 
order from new moon to full moon and back to new moon.    The 
description also gives students an idea of when the moon will rise so 
they can view that particular phase.  At the bottom of each 
description there is a phrase about which side is lit during each phase.  
This will help students remember if they are viewing a waxing or 
waning moon. 

If flashcards are used to learn the order from new moon to full moon 
and back to new moon, the correct order is as follows: 

1.  2. 3. 4.  5.  

 

6.  7. 8.   
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New moon 

 
The moon cannot be seen during a 
new moon.  This picture is actually the 
Pleiades, an open star cluster that can 
be seen with the naked eye.  The 
Pleiades can be seen easiest in the 
winter in the northern hemisphere. 
No light from moon can be seen. 

 
Full moon 

 
The full moon rises as the sun sets.  
Lunar eclipses can only occur during a 
full moon. 
 
 
 
Completely lit 

 
Waxing Crescent 

 
The moon rises in the morning and sets 
soon after sunset.  Can be seen after 
sunset in the western sky. 
 
Lit on the right in the northern 
hemisphere. 

 
Waning Gibbous 

 
Rises at night well after sunset and can 
be seen in the morning in the western 
sky before it sets. 
 
Lit on the left in the northern 
hemisphere. 

 
First Quarter Moon 

 
The moon rises midday, and sets 
around midnight.  The moon is a 
quarter of the way around earth 
during first quarter moon. 
 
Lit on the right in the northern 
hemisphere. 

 
Third Quarter/Last Quarter Moon 
 
Rises late at night to early morning and 
can still be seen in the morning hours 
before noon. 
 
 
Lit on the left in the northern 
hemisphere.                  

 
Waxing Gibbous 

The moon rises in the late afternoon.  It 
can be seen in the eastern sky during 
this time.  The waxing gibbous moon is 
between first quarter moon and full 
moon. 
Lit on the right in the northern 
hemisphere. 
 

 
Waning Crescent 

 
Rises right before dawn to early 
morning. 
 
 
Lit on the left in the northern 
hemisphere.  
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Thank you for downloading one of my products.  If this 
product was a benefit to you in the classroom consider 
visiting my store: 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Science-Etc 

 

For classroom ideas and lessons please visit my blog: 

www.kimberlycollingwood.blogspot.com 

 

For questions or concerns feel free to email me at: 

kim.collingwood@gmail.com 

Thank you!     
        

Kimberly Collingwood 
(Science Etc.) 

 

 

All moon photographs are property of Kimberly Collingwood (Science 
Etc.) and may not be reproduced for other uses without permission.  
All photos were taken through a 4.5 inch Dobsonian telescope. 
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